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1893 September 16, 1904 

East London. — Plague-infected rodents continue to be found in this 
town. 

Other places. — At Grahamstown, Uitenhage, Queenstown, King Wil- 
liams Town, and Knysna no case of plague in man or animals was 
discovered. 

CAPE TOWN. 

Harbor board area and shipping in harbor. — Two hundred and eighty- 
nine rodents were examined; no plague infection was discovered. 

Cape Town ■municipal area. — Three hundred and twelve rodents 
were examined by the medical officer of health for the city; no plague 
infection was discovered. 

J. A. Mitchell, 
Acting Medical Officer of Health for the Colony. 

BRAZIL. 

Reports from Bahia — Mortuary statistics — Plague and smallpox. 

Consul Furniss reports, August 8 and 15, as follows: 

During the week ended August 6, 1904, 110 bodies were interred in 
the Bahai cemeteries. Causes given for interment were the following: 
Aneurism, 1; arterio-sclerosis, 4; asplryxia, 1; asthma, 1; beriberi, 7; 
Bright's disease, 1; bronchitis, 5; cerebral congestion, 2; cirrhosis of 
liver, 2; diabetes, 1; diarrhea and dysentery, 10; epilepsy, 1; gan- 
grene, 1; hepatitis, 3; malarial fevers, 4; nephritis, 2; organic dis- 
eases of heart, 3; plague, 1; plague (suspect), 4; pneumonia, 2; 
pulmonary tuberculosis, 21; puerperal fever, 1; senile debility, 6; 
syphilis, 2; syncope, 3; stillborn, 6; tetanus, 1; tetanus neonatorum, 
1; uremia, 1; other causes, 12. 

I have also to inform }^ou that for the same period there were 
reported 7 cases of smallpox with no deaths. 

During the week ended August 13, 1904, 100 bodies were interred 
in the Bahia cemeteries. Causes given for interment were the follow- 
ing: Alcoholism, 1; aortic dilatation, 1; asphyxia, 1; beriberi, 6; bron- 
chitis, 3; cancer, 1; cerebral congestion, 2; diabetes, 2; diarrhea and 
dysentery, 10; diphtheria, 1; gangrene, 2; hepatitis, 2; intestinal para- 
sites, 1; lymphangitis, 1; malarial fevers,' 6; meningitis, 2; nephritis, 
3; organic diseases of heart, 3; puerperal fever, 1; plague (verified), 5; 
plague (suspect), 5; pulmonary tuberculosis, 9; other tuberculosis, 1; 
senile debility, 4; smallpox, 1; stillborn, 11; syncope, 1; syphilis, 1; 
tetanus, 1; tetanus neonatorum, 3; other causes, 9. 

I have also to inform you that during the same period there were 
reported 15 cases of smallpox, with 1 death. 

Plague conditions at Bahia. 

The following is received from Consul Furniss, under date of 
August 18, 1904. 

Since August 5, 1904, the last date noted in report of the 6th instant, 
the following has been the movement of plague to and including the 
17th instant: 

On 6th, 2 suspect deaths; 7th, 1 verified case which died on the next 
day; 8th, 1 suspect death and 1 verified case with death of same; 9th, 
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2 verified cases with death of 1 of same on the 15th; 10th, 1 verified 
case; 11th, 7 verified cases with death of 2 of same; 12th, 1 verified 
case, which died on the 13th, and 4 suspect deaths: 13th, 2 verified 
cases, 1 of which died on the 17th; 14th, 3 verified cases; 15th, 1 veri- 
fied case and 3 suspect deaths; 16th, 1 suspect death, and 17th, 2 sus- 
pect deaths. 

The suspect deaths are those encountered by health officers who 
have to verify all deaths before burial certificates are allowed to be 
issued, and in each instance precautions were taken as is done with 
confirmed cases. 

During the period the houses having confirmed or suspect cases were 
disinfected, and such of the occupants as would consent were injected 
with plague serum. 

The markets and stores in infected sections are from time to time 
ordered to be washed with creolene, as is also required of the churches, 
theaters, and halls before any large gathering is permitted. 

The chief difficulty with which the health authorities have to con- 
tend is the lack of belief by many intelligent people that the plague 
exists here. Expressions from such have occasioned doubt in the 
minds of the more ignorant and unhygienic, among whom so far have 
been the cases. 

The attack and death of a popular student of the law university has 
aroused the student class, who have rushed to the bacteriologic insti- 
tute to be vaccinated. Recently those injected with plague serum 
have averaged more than a hundred a day and on yesterdaj 7 reached 
305. Included in these are many doctors and officials of prominence 
whose example will tend to inspire confidence. 

With the number under treatment the plague hospital has become 
full, necessitating arrangement of additional quarters on the same 
grounds. 

Trains from here as well as the coastwise boats are inspected and 
disinfected before leaving and every effort is being made to prevent 
the spread of the disease to the interior of the State. 

Report from Rio de Janeiro — Yellow fever, plague, and smallpox — 
Plague death reported from Pernambuco. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Stewart reports, August 14, as follows: 
During the two weeks ended the 6th instant the following vessels 
left this port for United States ports, and were all inspected and 
issued bills of health by the consulate-general at this place: On the 
26th ultimo the steamship Goodwood, British, for New York, with 
coffee, no passengers, and no changes in the personnel of the crew 
while here; on the 1st instant the steamship Moorish Prince, British, 
for New York, with coffee, no passengers, and no change in the crew 
personnel while here; on the same date the British steamship Newton, 
for New Orleans, with a cargo of coffee, no passengers, and no change 
in the crew personnel while in this port; on the 2d instant the British 
steamship Britannia, for Mobile, with a cargo of manganese ore, no 
passengers, and no change in the crew while in port; on the -1th instant 
the Norwegian bark Seringa, for Sapelo, Ga., in stone ballast, with 
no passengers, and with 5 new members of the crew signed on while 
in this port; and on the 4th instant the British steamship Byron, for 



